
Illuminated Letters 

4th Grade E-Learning (estimated time: 3+ hours) 

Finish as much as you can, you can leave the coloring for when we return! 

Materials: Paper, pencil, eraser, ruler (or the edge of something straight) coloring supplies (crayons, 

markers, or colored pencils) 

Directions: 

1. Read the Article about Illuminated Letters and answer the questions.  Email me your responses: 

mlarson@emsd63.org 

 

2. Follow the directions to make your own Illuminated Letter! 

 

3. Take a picture of your product after 1 hour of work (the length of our class) and email it to me with your 

responses from the article! 

Project Steps: 

 

1. Draw about a 1 inch border around 
the paper. 

If you don’t have a ruler, trace with the 
edge of a book. 
 

2. Draw a block letter 
(See the steps below) 

3. Add details to your letter and make 
it Fancy. 
 

4. Design a border 

 

 

mailto:mlarson@emsd63.org


How to Draw a Block Letter: 

Draw a regular letter: 
 

Trace around every edge.- Do not touch the 
real letter! 
Don’t forget the HOLE if a letter has an 
inside- like an A, B, D, R, P… 
 

Erase the real letter. 
  

 

Make it FANCY! 

 

 

Project Examples:  

  



ILLUMINATED LETTERS 
 

What is an illuminated manuscript? 

Before the printing press, which was invented in 1455, all books were written by hand. Any pictures had to be 

drawn by an artist.  This is where the word “manuscript” comes from. The word manuscript comes from the 

Latin words manus (meaning hand) and scriptus, from scribere (meaning - to write). Illuminated is another 

word from Latin meaning (to light up).  It describes the glow created by the gold and silver color of the 

illustrations, or pictures. Illuminations could be decorated letters, borders, landscapes, and pictures of the 

stories. 

 

Who made manuscripts? 

In the Middle Ages, which is from the 

years 1101 to 1200, the most beautiful 

illuminations were made.  Kings, queens, 

and religious people were leaders of the 

land.  The illuminated manuscripts were 

produced in monasteries, the place where 

religious people lived. In a monastery, the 

scriptorium was the center for writing. The 

religious monks spent their days writing 

books and also copying books so that there 

would be more than one copy.  Only the 

most important information was written 

about. There were only a few copies of 

books available so only the religious 

leaders and very wealthy people could have them.  Most people during the Middle Ages did not read.  The 

Illuminated Letters and pictures helped people who could not read to understand what the stories were about. 

What Illuminated Letters can you see? 

 

 Being a writer or illuminator was a very important job. They made books for wealthy people and teachers at the 

new schools. Some illuminators even became famous and popular artists. 

 



How were manuscripts made? 
Making a manuscript was often divided among 3 main jobs: the parchmenter, 

the scribe, the illuminator.  
 

The construction of an illuminated manuscript began with the parchment 

maker, who prepared the animal skins, cotton, fibers, or leaves to make the 

covers and paper. 

 

The scribe wrote the manuscript’s words by hand. A scribe usually made his 

own quills (a pen made of a feather) and ink. 

 

After the text (or words) was written, the illuminator added gilded details, if any, and then provided the 

manuscript’s painted decoration. The miniature pictures were painted with a variety of precious colors made 

from a wide range of natural elements, from vegetable and animal extracts to ground minerals from the earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

Bruce, A. E. (n.d.). Illuminations. Retrieved September 5, 2019, from https://www.wccusd.net/cms/lib/CA01001466/Centricity/Domain/412/Illuminations1.pdf 

What Is an Illuminated Manuscript? (article). Khan Academy. Retrieved September 5, 2019, from https://www.khanacademy.org/.../getty-manuscripts/a/what-is-an-

illuminated-manuscript 

 

  



Write these answers down. You only need to write the number of the question, not the whole question.  Email 

the answers to me at mlarson@emsd63.org! 

 

Name: _____________________________________________________   Class:__________________ 

Questions: 

 

1. What is an Illuminated Manuscript? (put your knowledge and vocabulary together to make the best 

definition) 

2. Why were they important? 

3. Who made them? 

4. Have you ever seen any?  If yes, then where? 

 


